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Abstract 

Somaliland came to the fore of the international political system immediately after it declared its 

independence from the rest of Somalia on 18 May 1991. The Grand Conference of the Northern 

People was held in Burao and was composed of the leaders of the Somali National Movement 

(SNM) and representatives of all clans inhabiting northwestern Somalia. The newly established 

state inherited the borders of the former British colony which adjoins Ethiopia to the south and 

west, Djibouti to the north-west, the Gulf of Aden to the north, and Somalia to the South. The 

demarcation of these borders was the product of the Anglo-Ethiopian treaty of 1897.4 Somaliland 

covers a land area of 137 600 square kilometers and has a coastline of 850 kilometers. 

Somaliland has struggled to develop an authority with limited international engagement, through 

a series of national conferences, political institutions eventually developed with sufficient support 

to govern with a traditional administration that lasted 10 years from 1991 up 2001. Thus, 

Somaliland has departed from the traditional way of governance to democracy and elected 

government through the Constitution which was approved by the public in a referendum conducted 

on 31 May 2001. The newly adopted Constitution has led Somaliland to go through different levels 

of presidential, parliamentary, and district elections.  

On the other hand, there has been a significant change in the print and electronic media in 

Somaliland, in recent years. The number of print media has increased enormously, although there 

is one public radio station “Radio Hargeisa” in the country. In the meantime there are one public 

television “Somaliland National Television” (SLNTV) and 4 privately owned televisions, all these 

media houses are mainly situated in Hargeisa and have abided by the Media Code of Conduct 
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signed with the NEC in view of the political campaign before the election. It was expected that 

Somaliland media would allocate time fairly to political parties and associations, and that they 

would focus on monitoring election campaigns. 

The paper will examine how do media exercise the Code of Conduct during the elections, the 

Somaliland constitution guarantees the freedom of the press as a fundamental right, and the 

importance of the media was recognized during the elections. Thus, the study will adopt largely 

exploratory design aimed at gathering as much data and information as possible from primary 

sources as political actors such as media houses, political association/ party registration office, the 

Somaliland National Commission, political parties and civil society organizations with a view to 

analyze evidence from multiple sources and as well the paper will spent a time on in-desk review 

on literatures that relate the theme. 

Introduction  

The Republic of Somaliland gained independence from Britain on June, 26, 1960 as the state of 

Somaliland, on July 1, 1960; (Schoiswhohi, 2004), it joined the former colony of Italian Somalia 

to become the Republic of Somalia. Civil war broke out in the 1980s under the authoritarian regime 

of General Siad Barre, which eventually led the collapse of the Somali Republic. In May 1991 

following the collapse of the Somali government, SNM leaders and clan elders declared 

Somaliland’s independence within the borders inherited from the British government (HRW, 

2009). Responding to the will of the people, a peace conference was called in the town of Burao 

regions as the elders from nearly every major clan in Somaliland gathered with the leadership of 

the SNM to decide the fate of the northern, where the Somaliland Republic was declared. Ten 

years later in 2001 Somaliland adopted a hybrid constitution.  

 

Media is a practice that serves certain goals in certain situations, which suggests that this genre 

might better complement one set of preferred meanings than another. When the mediator presents 

an eyewitness, an unsaid statement is thereby conveyed: this specific person is an authentic 

eyewitness who has something important to contribute to the mediated articulation underway 

(Frosh and etel, 2009). The media code of conduct become crucial for Somaliland elections 

according to the Kenyan Experience and in general election violence which is not a new 



phenomenon and violence can be associated with one or more of three election phases: the pre-

election phase; the day/s of the election itself; or after the election is held. Violence is typically 

clustered around the pre and post-election phases as voting day usually proceed peacefully 

(Stremlau and etel, 2009).  

According to the Somaliland Non- State Actors Forum - SONSAF (2010), the Media played an 

important rule in covering the voter list public display and verification period, the political 

campaign, the voter information as well as the polling. The study focused the following questions 

1. What was the role of media during elections?  

2. How do media act the code of conduct during the election period? 

3. What was the need to sign a code of conduct?  

Somaliland Media  

Somaliland’s media environment is expanding, with media outlets playing an increasing role in 

electoral activities and in commentary about electoral reform (Harun, 2012). Good media coverage 

of the electoral process increases public knowledge and information on the elections, the 

candidates and the issues. The coverage of elections in the media, and their analysis of candidate 

platforms and election issues, provide voters with the information they need to make an informed 

choice on voting day. It can also provide factual information needed by voters to participate, such 

as the day, hours and locations of polling stations. 

There has been a significant change in the print and electronic media in Somaliland, in recent 

years. The number of print media has increased enormously, although there is one public radio 

station “Radio Hargeisa” in the country. In the meantime there are one public television 

“Somaliland National Television” (SLNTV) and 4 privately owned televisions, namely “Space 

Channel”, “Bulsho”, “Horn Cable” and Rayo television based in Borama. The media houses 

mainly are situated in Hargeisa and have abided by the Media Code of Conduct signed with the 

NEC in view of the political campaign (SONSAF, 2010). 

 

S/N  Media  Ownership  Location 



1.  Jamhuriya  Privately Owned  Hargeisa 

2.  Haatuf  Privately Owned  “ 

3.  Geeska Africa  Privately Owned  “ 

4.  Ogaal  Privately Owned  “ 

5.  Suxufi  Privately Owned  “ 

6.  Waaheen  Privately Owned  “ 

7.  Foore  Privately Owned  “ 

8.  Dawan  Public Owned  “ 

9.  Hubaal News  Privately Owned  “ 

10.  Saxansaxo  Privately Owned  “ 

11.  Yool  Privately Owned  “ 

13.  Somaliland National Television  Public Owned  “ 

14.  Radio Hargeisa  Public Owned  “ 

15.  Somaliland Space Channel  Privately Owned  “ 

16.  Horn Cable Television  Privately Owned  “ 

17.  Bulsho Television  Privately Owned  “ 

18.  Rayo TV  Privately Owned  Based in Borama 

Source: Survey, 2013 



Balancing Rights and responsibility of media during elections  

The National Election Commission (NEC) created the Code of Conduct and the media houses 

formed a Media Monitoring Group. Daily monitoring of the use of the public media shows that 

the ruling party and the opposition political parties and associations had equal access to airtime 

and that public media was sufficiently accountable to the EMB (Makokha and Ali, 2013). The 

freedom granted to the media is meant to allow the expression of society’s various subcultures and 

classes, to voice public opinion, and to serve as a means of transmitting messages between the 

public and their elected representatives by bringing their requests to the attention of the 

government, by informing them of the various developments concerning their future. These are 

the media’s most important roles, which can be carried out to their fullest extent in democracies 

alone (Cohen-Almagor, 2001).  

In the election phases Landslide elections may also precipitate violence, but the response is more 

typically a long term insurgency. Competitive elections also differ from elections with marked 

voter apathy, such as Sudan’s 1996 election and Ethiopia’s 2008 regional elections. In such cases, 

the likelihood of violence is relatively associated with elections. The level of competition in an 

election is a fundamental test for the likelihood of violence, thus making this an important issue 

for consideration in Somaliland (Stremlau and etel, 2009). 

The regional election violence dictated to develop prevention steps that  the media code of conduct 

was one of the strategies; code of conducts have been introduced in April 2010 and October 2012 

for presidential election and local government election respectively. The media Code of Conduct 

and the role played by the Media Monitoring Group (MMG) advocated not only for the general 

principles and the codes and ethics applicable, but also the rights and the responsibilities of the 

media during the voter registration and the election processes. The MMG implementation by the 

NEC (National Electoral Commission) answered to the need for media monitoring, which was 

raised in the past to help Somaliland media to enter into more modern aspects of the profession 

(SONSAF, 2010).  

The code of conducts of Somaliland elections, in 2010 and 2012 , grantee the rights of the media 

during elections. Article 5 of Media code of conduct of 2012 grantees the following rights for the 

media during elections:  



1. The Media should be provided with all the information concerning the election, such as the 

candidates, Parties/Organizations, voters, Polling Stations and election management staff. 

2. It is important that the media acquires the public information. 

3. The Media should find a safe environment conducive to research for and report free from 

threats and intimidation  

4. The Media should be able to report the news and information concerning elections.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

5. The Media should have the right to travel to the districts/regions they want in order to 

monitor elections. 

6. All media should be treated fairly, whether it is governmental or independent media.    

7. Government officials, political parties/organizations shall not interfere in the media work 

in order to influence the elections to their advantage. 

According to Cohen-Almagor (2001), Democracy and free media live, breathe, and act under 

certain basic tenets of liberty and tolerance, from which they draw their strength and vitality, and 

by which they preserve their independence. The media are not under an obligation to remain 

impartial with regard to all concepts: some concepts may coexist with the principles of democracy 

while others contradict them completely. 

On the other hand, the concept of ‘rights’ is understood in terms of a need that is perceived by 

those who demand it as legitimate and, therefore, the state has the responsibility to provide it for 

each and every citizen. Rights are primary moral entitlements for every human being. In this 

context one could differentiate between rights that guarantee certain goods and services, like the 

right to welfare and to health care, and rights that protect against certain harm or guarantee certain 

liberties, like the right to freedom of expression and to exercise choice (Ibid). 

Media responsibility 

According to the Somaliland election code of conduct article six, the code acknowledging the 

importance of the election and the role of the Media, the parties to this agreement shall assume the 

following responsibilities:  

1. Shall present information concerning the elections as the campaign, the voting and post 

elections in a just and equitable manner 



2. Shall have to present election campaign information in an equal, impartial and balanced 

way free from one side favoring    

3. Shall have to ensure that media news and reports are based on factual and balanced 

information that does not favor any side whether they are news coverage or standing issues, 

interviews and panel discussions that could influence the voting public. Also the media 

shall refrain from providing an extra time or special opportunity that is irrelevant to an 

official whether currently in a position of power or else without portfolio. 

4. Particular party appeals concerning the election shall not be broadcast or published during 

the day preceding the election, to provide the public a brief opportunity to think and decide 

independently without pressures or burdens exerted. To the extent possible, discussions 

about Individual candidates and party opinions and views shall be directly quoted instead 

of quoting others. 

5. Individual candidates and parties have the right of response that shall be 

guaranteed/respected during the election campaign period. 

6.Information and news concerning elections shall be confirmed, complete and balanced in 

every aspect to be influential and interesting reflecting how an event came about or what 

has happened. 

7. Relevant and neutral words or language employed shall be without sensation, when 

covering elections. The technical words, statistics, news and report headlines used shall be 

carefully selected and their relevance ensured         

 

The roles and responsibility of the media were not limited only to the above sub articles; the paper 

examined how the code of conduct has been exercised. However, the importance of media 

responsibility has already been highlighted and this is just one part of fulfilling that responsibility. 

Media professionals bear a heavy responsibility on neutrality, factual information and to avoid 

misleading the public.  

Developing a code of ethics is only the first step towards effective media self-regulation. It is 

crucial to establish a body to supervise it and provide sanctions against those who break its rules 

(Baydar, 2008). Limitations should be placed on media coverage; freedom of speech is a 

fundamental right, an important anchor of democracy, but it should not be used in an uncontrolled 



manner. Unlimited liberty and unqualified tolerance might deteriorate into anarchy and 

lawlessness, and in such an atmosphere, democracy would find it quite difficult to function, and 

the media would be one of the first institutions to be undermined. 

Media performance during election according to their conducts  

The overall objective of the paper is assessing the media performance in terms of coverage, 

neutralism, and professionalism. According to SONSAF (2010), the constitution guarantees the 

freedom of the press as a fundamental right, and the importance of the media was recognized 

during the elections. Somaliland National Television and Radio Hargesia, in particular, were used 

to educate voters, enabling thousands of people to understand how votes are cast. In addition, on 

the basis of Article 18 of the media Code of Conduct, there was also the expectation that 

Somaliland media would allocate time fairly to political parties and associations, and that they 

would focus on monitoring election campaigns.  

Media monitoring examines whether news coverage of the electoral candidates, government and 

political affairs is sufficient and free of bias, inaccuracies and other factors that can undermine 

genuine political choice on Election Day. The analysis also can examine the media’s ability to 

criticize the actions and/or inaction of the government and the ruling political parties. In addition, 

it can address the ability of the media to operate independently. In some countries, media 

monitoring has also examined the presentation of voter and civic education through the media to 

determine whether it is politically neutral and sufficient to address the population’s need for 

information about the electoral process (NDI, 2002). 

According to post election workshop organized and conducted by SONSAF, workshop 

participants raised conflicting opinions on the media’s performance. Some of the participants 

argued that media code of conduct need to improve, but media representatives felt it was fair and 

objective, while participants in the post-election evaluation workshop felt that the media reverted 

to their clan allegiance and could have done more to lift the standard of campaign content. Another 

finding of note was that there was a division in media responses to the election, with traditional 

media journalists largely adhering to a media Code of Conduct, while online media and bloggers 

did not. Practitioners of non-traditional media forms were seen to be exacerbating clan-based 

politics, which led to a notable increase in tensions (Makokha and Ali, 2013). 



On the other hand, the International Observation Mission (IEOM), to Somaliland local council 

election 2012 randomly selected the media prints and broadcasts on the 15th  of November 2012 

by analyzing the leading Journals published that particular day namely; DAWAN, 

JAMHUURIYA, GEESKA AFRIKA, SAXANSAXO, WAAHEEN, HAATUF & OGAAL. Only 

front page space and the order of items were analyzed; these newspapers were selected based on 

the breadth of their readership and geographical outreach (IEOM, 2012). The observation mission 

found in the finding that on November 15th the print media has differently covered the election 

issues. The aforementioned newspapers were famous in writing editorials, articles and news items 

on elections. SAXANSAXO, GEESKA AFRIKA, DAWAN and HAATUF devoted a large space 

to election news (Ibid).   

The IEOM observed that UCID political party in general and its 2015 presidential candidate Jamal 

Ali Hussein received a negative and biased coverage from DAWAN, while KULMIYE enjoyed 

more favorable (very positive) coverage from DAWAN. GEESKA AFRIKA seemed to be 

negative with the ruling party of KULMIYE. WADANI, however, is covered with a positive 

coverage by both DAWAN and GEESKA AFRIKA. Other parties were not covered on that 

particular day where Jamal Ali (UCID Presidential Candidate accused JAMHURIYA Newspaper 

of being pro‐government (Ibid). Despite to that, the IEOM were ensuring the spaces allocated sq 

centimeter for political parties, political associations, as the following diagram illustrates 

 



 

Source: (IEOM, 2012) 

Similarly, the IEOM monitored broadcast media, which took place over three days 12th to 13th of 

November, 2012. The monitoring focused on the publicly-funded Radio Hargeisa, which was 

supposed to devote equitable time to political parties and associations on their respective campaign 

days. Radio Hargeisa devoted more time to non-election related news, with the campaign at its 

peak, with UCID and UMADDA suffering in particular on the days monitored. In contrast, 

KULMIYE and WADDANI were well covered on their campaign days (Ibid).  

 

 

 

The Way Forward 

The Media Code of Conduct contains a preamble, general principle, the rights and obligations of 

the press during the voter list display process, election and post‐election time. It sets a benchmark 

for ethical standards, and protects the individual’s and the public's right to know. The code of 
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conduct became a binding commitment to all media houses and media professionals during 

elections. 

Media code of conduct should be included social /online media to perform as the other traditional 

media by respecting the morals of the nation and the state, the citizens’ basic rights, and the 

conceptions of good that guide society.  

The capacity of media professionals should be enhanced to increase their role in civic and voter 

education and to be balanced, objective, and consistent to the election cycle; before, during, and 

after elections by keeping in mind basic principles of neutrality, impartiality, and professionalism.  

The code of conduct should be duplicated to the daily lives of media during non election time that 

will enable all media members in Somaliland have a duty toward the rights of individuals and 

enjoy freedom of expression to maintain the highest professional standards. 
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